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     PASTOR’S PACE   
 Often I am asked whether or not I believe 
things happen for a reason, that is, whether or not 
there is a cosmic or divine purpose that is meant to 
explain events and situations in our lives or to teach us 
something.  Whether we say this ourselves or hear 
others say it, we tend to use this phrase to pacify the 
mystery of human behavior and situations.   
 I consider myself a Christian Realist, that is to 
say, real things happen in the world, but I believe that 
because of Jesus Christ, God is with us always; this is 
the lens through which I see reality.  I cannot believe 
that God intends harm or ill-will to happen to anyone 
as a way of “teaching us a lesson”.  We all know that 
human beings do enough harm to one another; we do 
not need to live in fear of a God who inflicts that upon 
us, too.  One test of a Christian's faith, it seems, is not 
to blame God for the problems of the world, but rather 
to ask ourselves whether or not we believe God is with 
us and how that belief shapes our day-to-day lives.   If 
we believe this latter part we have a way to deal with 
the hardships of life; our faith-filled response to life's 
challenges says more about our faith and our purpose 
in life.  
 The Gospel story we hear today reminds us 
that people in Jesus' time were looking for him 
because they liked having him in their presence.  We 
read and hear that Jesus came not only to clean-up 
the messiness in people's lives, but to remind them 
that their lives with God in it would make tolerable their 
problems and ailments, not serve as a guarantee that 
they would never suffer or be uncomfortable.  Jesus 
interacted with people and made their lives 
qualitatively better, and more authentic, a reflection of 
his own life.   
 “Finding God in all things” is not just a maxim of 
Ignatian Spirituality but a conviction grounded in the 
faith that God is always around us and present to us, 
especially when we least suspect or conscious.  In 
turn, God uses these “aha” moments to prod us to 
participate in others’ lives, thus bringing us into his 
purpose and mission. 
 Prayer—in its myriad forms—is one way that 
we encounter God. I think there is something 
consistent with Jesus' life that included healing people 
and his eagerness to pray.  I think his praying allowed 
him to make sense of the world around him, especially 
when he witnessed the problems and difficulties 
around him. 
 The Gospel challenges and invites us once 
more to work on our prayer lives, to find God, to rely 
on the presence of God to give us purpose and 
meaning to our lives.   

Let us remember each other in prayer this 
week!      +Eric J. Knapp, S.J 

MASS INTENTIONS: 
MON 6:00 + Mary Patricia Garrison 
 11:30 + Howard Beckman 
TUES 6:00 + Favret and Dell Families 
 11:30  + Gail Lamping  
WED 6:00 Sp. Int. Chris Niehaus Family 
 11:30 + Lester & Mary Elizabeth Wegman 
THURS 6:00 + Patricia Frost 
 11:30 + Gerry Merkes 
FRI 6:00 + Parish Book of Remembrance 
 11:30 + Mildred Colette Lampert 
SAT 7:00 + Clare Reidy 
 

CHURCH NOTES 
 

The Sunday collection for January 29 was 
$10,140.55; weekday, $191.25. January tithing 
went to Mary Magdaline House, St. Vincent 
DePaul, C.I.S.E., De Paul Cristo Rey, St Leo, 
Welcome House and the Parish Kitchen. Thank 
you for your generosity!  
 

Will or Estate Planning 
Are you thinking of putting St. Xavier Church in 
your will or estate plans?   A bequest through a 
Last Will and Testament is the simplest way of 
creating a lasting legacy of support for St Xavier 
Church. Suggested language for making a 
bequest St Xavier Church:   "I give and bequest 
to St. Xavier Church, 607 Sycamore St., 
Cincinnati, OH, (the sum of $___  or  ___%) of 
the rest, residue and remainder of my estate 
for its general purposes." 
 

Please remember in your prayers the infirmed of 
our parish:  Ann Kreger, Wayne Faith, Henry Kaftner, 
Michael Wiethe, Patti Jung,  Karen Bonfield, Reed 
Shattuck, Nancy Vaught, Larry Breen, Albert Banks, 
Lynn Bonnett, Arlene Brinkman, Gene Mosher, Shiela 
MacDougall, Mary McDougall, Gaily Trame, Betty 
Murphy, Julia Girty, Marc Wilson, Finena Flores, Mary 
McCarthy, Dorothy McCourt, Norma Litherland, Wanda 
Dunaway, Don Disney, Albert Bagsit, Erma 
McLaughlin, Charles McLaughlin, Peggy Drohan, Patty 
Everett, Lola Davis, Adam Stropko, Betsy Wilson, and 
Marge Willis.  
 

X-CETERA 
 

Congratulations to Andrew and Beth (Baldner) 
Ciafardini who were married here last weekend!  
 

Coffee & Donuts/Blood Pressure Checks next 
weekend after the 7, 9 and 10:30 AM Masses.  
Join your fellow parishioners in the undercroft! 
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Thirsty Thursday  -   February 16 from 5 – 7 PM 
Great American Tower, 4th and Sycamore, downtown 
Come to the 29th Floor for the best view in the city! 
There will be hors d’oeuvres and a bar generously 
sponsored by Western and Southern!  
 

Xpressions Book Club will meet February 14th at 4 
PM.  Discussion:  Heaven is for Real by Todd Burpo. 
 

Mark your calendars!  The spring Keeneland trip is 
planned for Thursday, April 12th! 
 

St. Xavier Saint Joseph Statue:  If you are willing to 
take the statue into your home for a month and pray for 
vocations to the Church please call the office. 
 

FAITH FORMATION 
 

Baptism Prep Class: Thursday, February 16 at 7 PM 
in the undercroft.  Please call the office to register. 
 
 

Fat Tuesday Celebration & Palm Burning 
Tuesday, February 21 at 6 PM in the undercroft. Our 
“Fat Tuesday” celebration will be a pot-luck dinner 
shared with our parishioners. If your last name ends A-
I please bring a casserole, J-R a salad; and S-Z a 
de sert. Along with your favorite food bring your palm 
from last year as we well end our dinner with a Palm 
burning service. 
 

St. X Men’s Prayer Group meets every other 
Thursday in the Undercroft at noon. Bring a friend and 
your lunch. For more information, contact Mike 
Guarasci - 513-983-2778 or GUARASCI.MD@PG.com 
 

JESUIT SPIRITUAL CENTER AT MILFORD 
Ignatian Weekend Retreats 3-day Ignatian Weekend 
Retreats based on the Spiritual Exercises of St. 
Ignatius will be offered. The retreats are silent, 
available for both men and women, and led by 
directors including Fr. Tom Ryan, SJ; Fr. Dan 
Havron, OFM; and Al Cucchetti. For more 
information, or to register call (513) 248-3500, ext. 10, 
or visit jesuitspiritualcenter.com. 
 

Apostleship of Prayer - February 
General:  That all peoples may have access to water 
and other resources needed for daily life. 
Mission:  That the Lord may sustain the efforts of 
health workers assisting the sick and elderly in the 
world’s poorest regions.  
 

When my grandson, Billy, and I entered our 
vacation cabin, we kept the lights off until we were 
inside to keep from attracting pesky insects. Still, 
a few fireflies followed us in. Noticing them before 
I did, Billy whispered, "It's no use, Grandpa. The 
mosquitoes are coming after us with flashlights." 
 

 
 
 

SOCIAL ACTION 
 

The next Social Action meeting is scheduled for 
Monday, February 6 at 7 PM in the undercroft. 
 

“THE WORK OF OUR HANDS” Pot-Luck Dinner 
Following the 4:00 PM Mass on Saturday, 
February 18, we are hosting a Pot-Luck Dinner for 
parishioners who volunteered at any of the 
opportunities presented on last Advent’s Activity 
Tree.  ALL parishioners are invited to bring an 
item to share and listen to the good things that 
have—and are— being done by our parishioners. 
Please RSVP to Deacon Tim Crooker at 
tcrooker@stxchurch.org or Barb Westendorf at 
bwestendorf@stxchurch.org  
  

St. Xavier is forming a Habitat for Humanity 
Volunteer Group that would begin building a 
project house this spring. If you are interested in 
basic construction, learning new skills, and 
helping a partner family realize their dream of a 
home, please email Deacon Tim Crooker, 
tcrooker@stxchurch.org. Times, dates, and 
location details will follow. Our parish must be 
able to provide at least six people per scheduled 
shift (usually one Saturday per month). 
 

CHRISTIAN OUTREACH  
   
Health Education: Saturday, March 3 from 9:00 
AM to 1:00 PM. We will offer a four hour hands-
on course covering Medical Emergencies, 
CPR,  AED’s, First Aid, and Blood Borne 
Pathogens (Universal precautions). This 
program is open to all ages. Teaching manual 
provided with a two-year certification.  Cost per 
person is $65.00.  Contact Barbara Westendorf to 
register. 
 

Donation containers are at the back of church 
for. St Leo’s. Items needed include toilet tissue, 
bar soap, deodorant, shampoo, toothpaste, 
laundry detergent.  Any items will be greatly 
appreciated. 
 

St. Margaret Hall, a non-profit Nursing and Residential 
Care facility located on 1960 Madison Road Cincinnati, 
OH is in search of volunteers! They are looking for Extra 
Ordinary Ministers of the Eucharist every day of the week 
around 9:30am; times can be adjusted if necessary. They 
are also looking for volunteers to spend time in an 
individualized setting with residents. If interested, please 
contact Sister Catherine Leighton at 513-751-5880. 

 

s
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Paul L. Friedrichs, 
L.I.S.W.-S

Licensed Independent Clinical 
Social Worker - Supervisor

513-708-3261
607 Sycamore St.

Pavilion Medical Associates
James P. Konerman, M.D.
Michelle Yee Louis, M.D.

6200 Pfeiffer Rd.
513-346-5160

Accepting New Patients

3312 Madison Ave. • Ft. Wright
859-341-7800

Jim Middendorf, Sr.,
St. Xavier Class of 1957

Jay Middendorf, D.V.M.,
St. Xavier Class of 1980

Dave Middendorf,
Owner

Arnold’s
Bar & Grill
210 E. 8th St.

513-421-6234

• Famous Corned Beef •
Western Hills • 5098 Glen Crossing Way

347-9699
Downtown • 800 Elm St. • 721-4241
Downtown • 612 Main St. • 241-6246

Cincinnati • No. KY. • Dayton • Southeast Ind.

IT’S NOT DRY TIL IT’S EVERDRY 

513-874-7200
800-783-7202

9814 Harwood Ct.
Fairfield 

AIRPORT PARKING

No Walking, No Waiting!

I-275 to Exit 4A
859-689-7569

www.AirportFastPark.com

Richter & Phillips
Since 1896

Fred, Rick & Art Fehr

241-3510
6th & Main

• Fine Diamonds
• Loose Diamonds
• Rolex Watches

• Remodeling • Roofing • 
• Concrete • Decks • Drywall • 

• Int./Ext. Painting •
Your Complete Home Repair Company

AVRIL-BLEH
MEAT MARKET

Since 1894

33 E. Court St.
Downtown

between Vine and Walnut

513-241-2433

Homemade Sausages
Lunch Meats

Fresh Pork, Beef
& Veal

RALPH GINOCCHIO
Attorney and Parishioner

36 E. Seventh St. • www.sgmlawfirm.com
513-977-5578

Schaefer Busby Danner, Inc.
Funeral Directors Since 1836
24 W. Ninth St. Downtown

241-0932
David Danner and Lee Doyle Parishioner

Where Quality and Affordability Meet

(513) 305-1021

Employee Benefit Consultants
Business Succession Planning

Life Insurance Strategies
Salary Continuation

Deferred Compensation
Retirement Planning/401K

513-579-9077
www.kesslingfinancial.com

St. Xavier ’66 – John Carroll ’70

BURLINGTON
PET HOSPITAL, PLLC

Ben Kordenbrock, D.V.M.
2492 Burlington Pike

Small Animal, Medicine, Surgery, Dentistry
859-586-6627

Hodapp Funeral Homes
CARTHAGE

821-0805
COLLEGE HILL
541-1040

WEST CHESTER
777-8433

www.hodappfuneralhome.com

LIBERTY TOWNSHIP
847-1088

A TASTE OF CLASS
Catering For All Occasions

513-481-FOOD (3663)
www.atasteofclass.com

caterer@isoc.net

Mark James, Parishioner

Compliments of

Mayberry 
Foodstuffs

Marcia P. Beckmeyer
Managing Partner

(513) 721-5010
(513) 300-7781 mobile

marcia@homanmetals.com

1253 Knowlton St.
Cincinnati

Joanna R. Wilson 
Parishioner, Attorney & Counsel at Law
General practice including debt relief services 
to individuals and small businesses and Criminal 
Defense 513-321-2662 or 513-368-3437

http://schuhgoldberglaw.com/

Margery Mattox, MBA, CFP®

513-651-3765
XU alum and parishioner

Consultant in Retirement, Elder Care, Estate Planning 
Financial Planning, Financial Management

www.FinancialAffairsManagement.com
Now Accepting New Clients

Margaret  L. Leonhard, Psy. D.
Licensed Psychologist

Children • Adolescents • Adults
859-992-2958   Kentucky • Ohio
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Zoellner Garten & Company
John W. Zoellner, President

www.zoellnergarten.com
513-852-2400

Mergers • Acquisitions • Business Broker
Business Appraisals • M & E Appraisals

Marc. A. Wilson
D.M.D.

Cosmetic and General Dentistry

New Patients Welcome
Ste. 1014 Carew Tower • 441 Vine St.

241-9660
.

FELDHAUS ROOFING & SIDING CO.
Members of Holy Trinity

Since 1895 • Four Generations
513-531-1010

Electric Services & Testing
Upfront Pricing

100% Money Back Guarantee
513-542-2350     www.bertke.com

Multi_KraftElectrical.pdf

1224 — St. Patrick CC
1233 — St. Anne Church

1313 — St. Vincent de Paul Parish

“Your Job Done Right”

Strategic Communications
for Business Solutions

513.381.8347    
www.vehrcommunications.com

Four generations and 100 years  of
  family service to Eastern Cincinnati.

G E N E R A L  A N D  C O S M E T I C  D E N T I S T RY

FT. THOMAS
FLORIST

Flowers for 
All Occasions

859-441-8049
Serving Northern Kentucky & Greater Cincinnati

5137 Crookshank Rd.
Cincinnati
513-922-5050

www.reupert.com
Ohio - OH26053

Kentucky - KY-MO4174
Joseph Reupert

Pray To
Saint Therese

Serving Food11:00AM-Midnight Daily, 
Bar Open until 2:00am

Behle Street Cafe

859-291-4100
www.behlestreetcafe.com

We Cater Any Event!
• Party Room Available
• Rehearsal Dinners • Baptisms • Graduations

Contact Sheli at shelitruss@hotmail.com

Located in Covington, KY
(Across from N. Ky. Convention Ctr.)

Now Serving Sunday Brunch
10:30am-1:30pm

We live (and love)
downtown.....
so can you!

Christine Schoonover (513) 235-8662
George Verkamp (513) 608-1208

www.DowntownLiving.com

Family Wedding Dresses 
reconstructed into baby’s 
christening dress/outfit

Call Kate Barker 
859-331-4342


