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Nowadays, before the screening of every
movie we are reminded that silence is golden. From
our collective human history, we realize that quite the
opposite is true: silence can be deadly or deadening.
Human history is marked by myriad of examples of
individuals and groups who did not speak up for what
is right and just and the devastating impact their lack of
courage has had on us up to this present day.
Revisionists of history can interpret why people were
silent, but the effects of such inactivity remain. Not to
speak out is often more frustrating and damaging than
if we were to speak up about what needs to be heard
and done.

The lack of speaking out about what is
important, life-giving, and ultimately of God, requires
courage and forces us into the forefront of something
bigger than ourselves. In an era of whistle blowers,
investigative reporting, and moles, we are oftentimes
caught off-guard by those who reveal what the truth is;
in other words, the truth shocks us and disturbs our
complacency, ideas, and images of what we take for
granted. While this makes us uncomfortable, we know
that throughout time the only way we have been able
to tear down the barriers of secrecy and injustice is to
use the good sense and voices we have been given to
say what needs to be said for God's greater glory.

We learn from the Acts of the Apostles that the
early Church was faced with such a dilemma. In
today's first reading we hear that the disciples were
told to stop speaking about Jesus. People were
attracted to the disciples' speech and actions because
they offered something new that gave them hope;
people were drawn into the witnessing of the apostles,
who believed with conviction that Jesus is Lord.
Nothing could distract them from their core belief and
nothing could or would deter them because they had
received the Holy Spirit. Their faith was manifested in
courageous and open speech about what defined
them. Their actions disturbed the peace of the
establishment and made them afraid. Silencing the
masses has always been a hallmark of fear and
insecurity about who or what one is and meant to be.

As Christians who likewise have received the
Holy Spirit, our speech reflects a genuine experience
of God and the risen life and additionally compels us to
obey it and not the agents that would otherwise keep
us silent. God is not silent. Throughout the Bible we
have clear examples of God speaking out through
human beings who have attuned themselves to God's
person and will and make known what is just and right.
God relies on us to speak his words and to embody
them with our lives.

Let us remember each other in prayer this holy

week! +Eric J. Knapp, S.J.

MASS INTENTIONS: April 19 - 24

MON 6:00 +Herbert Alberta Feldmann
11:30  +Francis X. Gastright (1% Annv.)
12:05 +Rose E. Woermann
TUES 6:00 +Alice Riesenberg
11:30  +Rita Bleil
12:05  +George Schulenberg
WED 6:00 +Tom and Rose McHugh
11:30  +Walter Stahl
12:05 +Marian Linneman
THURS 6:00 +Ralph Guthier
11:30  +Catherine Knapp
12:05  Sp. Int. Joseph Niehaus
FRI 6:00 +Patricia R. Goodwin
11:30  +Charles F. Williams
12:05  Sp. Int. Karen Knapp (Birth.)
SAT 7:00  Sp. Int. Sabrina Fischer (Birth.)
11:00  +Francis X. Gastright (1% Annv.)

FAITH FORMATION

The Gospels of Luke: VOLUMES | & Il, the Story of
the Church. Fr. Tim Schehr will continue his
presentation of the two-volume Gospel Tuesday
evenings, April 20, April 27 and May 4, in the Church
Undercroft from 7-8:30 PM. Discover what wonderful
things can happen when people are filled with the Holy
Spirit. Please bring a friend and your Bible.

Baptism Prep Class is scheduled for Thursday, April
29 at 7 PM in the undercroft. Please call the office to
register if you have a child who is need of baptism.

Marriage Prep Class is scheduled for Thursday, May
6 at 7 PM in the undercroft. Please call the office to
register if you are planning to be married at St. Xavier
Church in 2010.

Married Couples Retreat —Nurturing Your Marriage,
April 23-25, with directors Fr. John Ferone, SJ and
Rick and Janet Reder. Come away for a week-end to
rediscover, renew and celebrate God'’s love for you,
and to celebrate your love for one another.

Ignatian Weekend Retreats — This spring, nine 3-day
Ignatian Weekend Retreats based on the Spiritual
Exercises of St. Ignatius will be offered. The retreats
are silent, available for both men and women, and
directed by Jesuits including Fr. Fran Daly, SJ; Fr. Ted
Ross, SJ; Fr. Richard Bollman, SJ and Fr. Michael
Sparough, SJ.

It wasn't until my 14-year-old son, Leon, answered the
telephone one afternoon that | realized how quickly he
had grown. "Hello?" he said, in his ever-deepening
voice. Then he handed the receiver to me. "Who is it?"
"Someone ..." Leon replied matter-of-factly, "... who
wants to talk to my wife."
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CHURCH NOTES CHRISTIAN OUTREACH

The Sunday collection for April 11 was $10,502.41,
Easter $22,126.10 and weekday was $295.09. Thank

you for your generosity!

Please remember in your prayers the sick of our
parish: Fr. Murphy, Daniel Sherman, Ron Porges, Bob
Carey, Jean Fischer, Patty Everett, Marian Hardy,
Adam Stropko, Rhua Kepferle, Betsey Wilson,
Elizabeth Brown, Marge Willis, Lola Davis, Diane
Gottmer, and Alice Schutte.

Prayer Shawl Ministry: Shawls, lap blankets and
other items are hand made by our parishioners,
meeting on the first and third Saturdays of the month
from 9:15 to 11:15 AM. These items are distributed to
our parishioners who are ill.

St Vincent De Paul: meet every Saturday at 9 AM at
the Cathedral to make home visits and attend to
requests for service prior to providing assistance.

X-CETERA

Congratulations to Vivian Asta May, daughter of
Ryan and Miriam (Rauch) Gibbs; Lily Caroline and
Luke William, children of John and Terri (I1zor) Muller;
and Isla June, daughter of Shawn and Nicole
(Casebolt) Green who were baptized last weekend!

GREAT AMERICAN BAKE SALE TODAY after the 9,
10:30 and Noon Masses. Funds raised will be used to
support Share Our Strength’s efforts to end childhood
hunger in America.

Tender Mercies: April 25™:Please call the office if
you can help this month. Thank you.

Congratulations to Tim Schoepflin, Lauren
Schoepflin, Thomas Yelton, Liza Muller, Kacey
Dunn, Abigail Steim, and Bob McBride who
made their First Communions last weekend!

Wine & Cheese Reception. The X-Acts, our Young
Adult group, would like to invite all parishioners,
especially the young adults of the parish, to join them
on April 25 after the 5 PM Mass in the undercroft for
fellowship and to learn about their ministry. Please
contact the office if you plan to attend.

Congratulations to Jacob Freudenberg for 2™
Honors from St. Xavier High School! Jacob is the
grandson of Robert and Marilyn Freudenberg.

Please remember Matt James, grandson of Jo Ann
James and nephew of Mark James, who was buried
from St. Xavier this past week. Eternal rest grant unto
him, O Lord. And let perpetual light shine upon him.

Xpressions Book Club will meet Monday, April 19 at
1 4:00 PM. The Jesuit Guide to (Almost) Everything by
i James Martin, S.J. will be discussed. All are welcome.

$5 Cincinnati Reds Night Join your friends
from Saint Xavier for our 2010 Cincinnati
Reds Night. Friday June 11 at 7:05 Tickets
have been reduced to only $5 each. There will be
fireworks after the game. Please call Diane at the church
office to secure your $5 tickets no later than Monday May

10. We're better when we’re together!

SAVE THE DATE: Saturday, May 22, You are invited
to a book signing on Saturday, May 22, 2010, 2 PM —
4 PM at St. Xavier Church Undercroft. Don't miss this
incredible opportunity to meet the authors of What's
Your Decision? How to Make Choices with Confidence
and Clarity. Co-authors Frs. Michael Sparough, S.J.

& Tim Hipskind, S.J. will meet attendees, sign books
and make a brief presentation. Refreshments will be
served. Come and bring a friend!

Collection envelopes for the Catholic Relief Services
are in the back of church.

New Ministry: Our Lady’s Outreach is intended to
serve members of our parish to hear, understand and
live the messages of Our Lady given at various
apparition sites throughout time. It will help you form
and develop prayer lives for yourself and for your
family. Please join us for our first exciting meeting
which will be held May 8 at 9:30 am in the undercroft.
Sponsored by Our Lady of Light Ministries.

SOCIAL ACTION

The U.S. Catholic Bishops remind us that our parish
social mission is rooted in Scripture, and that we are
called to carry the gospel message with us into the
community as we leave mass. They point out that “Our
local families of faith are called to ‘hunger and thirst for
justice’ and to be ‘peacemakers’ in our own communities
(cf. Mt 5:6, 9). A parish cannot really proclaim the gospel
if its message is not reflected in its own community life.”
As we shape a Social Action Ministry Committee at St.
Xavier, we are examining how what we hear in the
Scripture and our ‘inward reflection’ translates to ‘outward
action’ in our community. All parishioners are invited to
share reflections and ideas and be involved according to
their gifts and opportunities. How is Jesus’ gospel
message reflected in our parish life? What needs do
we see in our community (locally, regionally, and
globally) that St. Xavier’s outward action could
address? How can we focus the life of our parish on
Jesus’ call to justice and peace? Please contact the
parish office to get involved and answer the Church’s call
to Social Action here in our community.







